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MA_ENG_01  English Literature from 1550 to 1798 
 
1) Unit I: Philip Sidney, Edmund Spenser, Walter Raleigh, Robert Herrick 
 
2) Unit II: John Donne, Andrew Marvell, George Herbert, Edmund Waller 

 
3) Unit III: Christopher Marlowe: Edward II 
 
4) Unit IV: William Shakespeare: The Tempest 
 
5) Unit-I: John Milton:  
 
6) Unit-VI: John Dryden, Alexander Pope and William Blake   
 
7) Unit-VII: Richard Steele, Joseph Addison, Ben Jonson:  
 
8) Unit-VIII: Jonathan Swift:  
 
COURSE CONTENT 
 
Unit-I: 
 
Sir Philip Sidney: The following lyric from Astrophel and Stella: ‘Come Sleep! O Sleep, the 
certain knot of peace’ 
 
Edmund Spenser: The following poem from Amoretti–“Ye tradefull Merchants that with 
weary toyle” 
 
Sir Walter Raleigh: “The Lie” 
 
Robert Herrick: “Delight in Disorder” 
 
Unit-II 
 
John Donne: i) “The Sunne Rising” ii) “Batter my heart, three-person'd God” 
 
Andrew Marvell: “On Mr. Milton's Paradise Lost” 
 
George Herbert: i)”Death” ii) “The Collar” 
 
Edmund Waller: “Go, lovely Rose” 
 
Unit-III 
 
Christopher Marlowe: Edward II 
 
Unit-IV 
 
William Shakespeare: The Tempest 
 
Unit-V 
 
John Milton: Paradise Lost (Book I) 
 
Unit-VI 
 
John Dryden: Mac Flecknoe 



 
Alexander Pope: The Rape of the Lock (Book I) 
 
William Blake: i) “The Little Black Boy” (from Songs of Innocence) ii) “London” ( from 
Songs of Experience) 
 
Unit-VII 
 
Richard Steele: Fashionable Affectations 
 
Joseph Addison: The Dream—An Allegory 
 
Ben Jonson: Volpone 
 
Unit-VIII 
 
Jonathan Swift: Gulliver’s Travels 
 
 
 
REFERENCES 
 
Units I to IV 
 
A) ONLINE RESOURCES 
 
[Students are also advised to consult standard editions of the texts for authenticity and 
accuracy of content] 
 
Sir Philip Sidney “Come Sleep! O Sleep, the certain knot of peace” 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45160/astrophil-and-stella-39-come-sleep-o-
sleep-the-certain-knot-of-peace] 
 
Edmund Spenser “Ye tradefull Merchants that with weary toyle” 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50048/amoretti-xv-ye-tradefull-merchants-that-
with-weary-toyle] 
 
Sir Walter Raleigh “The Lie” 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50019/the-lie-56d22cb6afd43] 

 
Robert Herrick “Delight in Disorder” 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47285/delight-in-disorder] 
 
John Donne i) “The Sunne Rising” ii) “Batter my heart, three-person'd God” 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44106/holy-sonnets-batter-my-heart-
three-persond-god] 
 
Andrew Marvell “On Mr. Milton's Paradise Lost” 
[https://poetry.princeton.edu/2008/12/09/on-mr-miltons-paradise-lost/] 
 
George Herbert i) “Death” ii) “The Collar” 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50703/death-56d22dfa49664)] 

[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44360/the-collar] 
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Edmund Waller “Go, lovely Rose” 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50341/go-lovely-rose-

56d22d5b33186]  

Christopher Marlowe Edward II 

Marlowe, Christopher. Edward II. London: Nick Hern Books, 1997 (or any other 
standard edition). 
 
William Shakespeare: The Tempest 
Maqbool H. Khan (ed). The Tempest, Orient Blackswan: Hyderabad, 2001 
 
 

 

GENERAL BACKGROUND 
 
Ashok, Padmaja. The Social History of England. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2011 (rpt.  
2018). 
 
Ashok, Padmaja. A Companion to Literary Forms. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2015. 
 
Borgohain, Pradipta. Victorian Literature. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2017. 
 
Bowra, Maurice. The Romantic Imagination. OUP, 1950. 
 
Bradbury, Malcolm and Ronald Carter. The Routledge History of Literature in English:  
Britain and Ireland. London: Routledge, 2001. 
 
Brooks, Cleanth and Robert Penn Warren. Understanding Poetry. New York: Henry Holt and 
Co., 1944. 
 
Buckley, J.H. The Worlds of Victorian Fiction. Cambridge, Massachusetts & London: 
Harvard University Press, 1975. 
 
Chowdhury, Aditi, and Rita Goswami. A History of English Literature: Traversing the  
Centuries. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2014. 
 
Day, A. Romanticism. New York: Routedge, 1996 
 
Elsom, John. Post-war British Theatre. London: Routledge & Kegan, 1979. 
 
Esslin, Martin. The Theater of the Absurd. Garden City, New York: Anchor Books, 
Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1961. 
 
Frey, James E. Romantic and Victorian Writers. New York, 1963. 
 
Hough, G. The Romantic Poets. London: Hutchinson& Co Ltd,1953. 
 
Houghton, Walter E. The Victorian Frame of Mind: 1830-1870. New Haven, Conn.: Yale 
University Press, 1957. 



 
Howarth, P. British Poetry in the Age of Modernism. New York: Cambridge University Press, 
2005. 
 
Innes, Christopher. Modern British Drama: 1890-1990. Cambridge: CUP, 1992. 
 
Lumley, F. Trends in Twentieth-Century Drama. London: Barrie & Roekliff, 1967. 
 
Mukherjee, Sipra. Modern English Literature 1890-1960. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2016. 
 
Nayar, Pramod. A Short History of English Literature. New Delhi: CUP India ,2009. 
 
Parui, Avishek. Postmodern Literatures. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2018. 
 
Preyer, Robert, ed. Victorian Literature. New York: Harper & Row, 1966. 
 
Sanders, Andrew. The Short Oxford History of English Literature. Oxford: OUP, 1994. 
 
Tillotson, G. and Tillotson, K. Mid-Victorian Studies. London: Athlone Press, 1965. 
 
Watt, I. The Victorian Novel. London & New York: OUP, 1971. 
 
Welby, T.E. The Victorian Romantics. Londons Frank Cass & Co., Ltd., 1966. (Reprint). 
 
Ward, Adolphus William and A. R Waller. The Cambridge History of English Literature.  
Cambridge: CUP, 2013. 
 

SECONDARY SOURCES 
 
Philip Sidney 
 
Allen, M.J.B., Dominic Baker-Smith, and Arthur F. Kinney, eds. Sir Philip Sidney's 
Achievements. New York: AMS Press, 1990 
 
Buxton, John. Sir Philip Sidney and the English Renaissance. 3rd edn. London: Macmillan, 
1987. 
 
Donow, H. S. A Concordance to the Poems of Sir Philip Sidney. Ithaca: NY, 1975. 
 
Duncan-Jones, Katherine. Sir Philip Sidney: Courtier Poet. London: Hamish Hamilton, 1991. 
 
Garret t, Martin, ed. Sidney: The Critical Heritage. London: Routledge, 1996. 
 
Hamilton, A.C. Sir Philip Sidney: A Study of his Life and Works. Cambridge: C.U.P., 1977. 
 
Kay, Dennis, ed. Sir Philip Sidney: An Anthology of Modern Criticism. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1987. 
 
Kinney, Arthur F, ed. Essential Articles for the Study of Sir Philip Sidney. Hamden, Conn.:  
Archon, 1986. 
 
McCoy, Richard C. Sir Philip Sidney: Rebellion in Arcadia. New Brunswick: Rutgers 
University Press, 1979. 
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Norbrook, David. Poetry and Politics in the English Renaissance. London: Routledge and 
Kegan Paul, 1984. 
 
Ringler, William A. Ringler, Jr, ed. The Poems of Sir Philip Sidney. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1962. 
 
Rudenstine, Neil L. Sidney's Poetic Development. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1967. 
 
Edmund Spenser 
 
Brown, Richard Danson. The New Poet: Novelty and Tradition in Spenser's Complaints.  
Liverpool University Press. 1999. 
 
Carpenter, Frederic Ives. A Reference Guide to Edmund Spenser. University of Chicago Press.  
1923. 
 
Chamberlain, Richard. Radical Spenser: Pastoral, Politics and the New Aestheticism.  
Edinburgh University Press. 2005. 
 
Cheney, Lauren & Silberman Patrick, ed. Worldmaking Spenser: Explorations in the Early 
Modern Age. University Press of Kentucky. 2000. 
 
Cory, Herbert Ellsworth. Edmund Spenser: A Critical Study. University of California Press.  
1917.. 
 
Cummings, R. M, ed. Edmund Spenser: The Critical Heritage. Barnes & Noble. 1971. 
 
Morrison, Jennifer Klein & Matthew Greenfield, ed. Edmund Spenser: Essays on Culture and 
Allegory. Ashgate Publishing. 2000. 
 
Nelson, William. The Poetry of Edmund Spenser: A Study. Columbia University Press. 1963. 
 
Oram, William A. Edmund Spenser. Twayne. 1997. 
 
Prescott, Anne Lake, and Andrew Hadfield, eds. Edmund Spenser’s Poetry. Norton Critical 
Edition. 4th ed. New York: Norton, 2013. 
 
Walter Raleigh 
 
Stephen Greenblatt. Sir Walter Ralegh: The Renaissance Man and his Roles. Yale University 
Press. 1973. 
 
Steven W. May. Sir Walter Raleigh. Twayne, 1989. 
 
Nicholls, Mark and Penry Williams. Sir Walter Raleigh: In Life and Legend. Bloomsbury 
Publishing, 2011. 
 
Rowse, A. L. Sir Walter Raleigh: His Family & Private Life. New York: Harper and 
Brothers, 1962. 
 
Raleigh, Trevelyan. Sir Walter Raleigh. New York: Henry Holt & Company, 2004. 
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Willard, Wallace M.  Sir Walter Raleigh. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 1959. 
 
Robert Herrick 
 
Coiro, Ann Baynes. Robert Herrick's Hesperides and the Epigram Book Tradition. Baltimore:  
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1988. 
 
Deming, Roger H. Ceremony and Art: Robert Herrick's Poetry. Paris: Mouton, 1974. 
 
Guibbory, Achsah. Ceremony and Community from Herbert to Milton: Literature, Religion, 
and Cultural Conflict in Seventeenth-Century England. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1998. 
 
Hageman, Elizabeth. Robert Herrick: A Reference Guide. Boston: G.K. Hall, 1983. 
 
Rollin, Roger B. Robert Herrick. New York: Twayne, 1992. 
 
Scott, George Walton. Robert Herrick: 1591-1674. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1974. 
 
John Donne 
 
Arthur F. Marotti. Critical Essays on John Donne. Boston: G K Hall, 1994. 
 
Beer, Patricia. An Introduction to the Metaphysical Poetry. Macmillan Publishers: London, 
1972. 
 
Bennet, Joan. Five Metaphysical Poets. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1966. 
 

 

Bloom, Harold. John Donne and the Seventeenth-Century Metaphysical Poets. Pennsylvania:  
Chelsea House Publishing, 1990. 
 
Cathcart, Dwight. Doubting Conscience: Donne and the Poetry of Moral Argument. Michigan:  
University of Michigan Press, 1975. 
 
David L. Edwards. John Donne: Man of Flesh and Spirit. Michigan: William B. Eerdman 
Publishing, 2002. 
 
Elizabeth, M. A. Hodgson. Gender and the Sacred Self in John Donne. Newark, Delaware:  
Univ of Delaware Press, 1999. 
 
Gardner, Helen. ed. The Metaphysical Poets. London: Penguin Classics, 1967. 
 
Gransden K. W. John Donne. Longmans, Green and Co., 1954. 
 
Grierson, Herbert J.C. ed. Metaphysical Lyrics & Poems of the 17th Century. London: OUP, 
1921. 
 
Jeffrey Johnson. The Theology of John Donne. Suffolk,England: Boydell & Brewer, 2001. 
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Kermode, Frank. Shakespeare, Spenser, Donne: Renaissance Essays. New York: Viking 
Press, 1971. 
 
Nutt, Joe. John Donne: The Poems (Analysing Texts). London: Palgrave Macmillan, 1999. 
 
Parker, Derek. John Donne and His World. London: Thames and Hudson, 1975. 
 
Sharp, Robert Lathrop. From Donne to Dryden: The Revolt Against Metaphysical Poetry. NC:  
University of North Carolina Press, 1940. 
 
Smith, A. J. and Catherine Phillips, ed. John Donne : The Critical Heritage. Routledge, 1996. 
 
Winny, James. A Preface to Donne. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1970. 
 
Andrew Marvell 
 
Brett, R.L. ed. Andrew Marvell: Essays on the Tercentenary of His Death. New York :  
Published for the University of Hull by the Oxford University Press, 1979. 
 
Craze, Michael. The Life and Lyrics of Andrew Marvell. London and Basingstoke, 
Macmillan, 1979. 
 
Donno, Elizabeth S. ed. Andrew Marvell: The Complete Poems. London and Harmondsworth,  
England: Penguin Books, 1972. 
 
Legouis, Pierre. Andrew Marvell: Poet, Puritan, Patriot. 2nd ed. London: Clarendon Press, 
1965. 
 
Leishman, J.B. The Art of Marvell’s Poetry. London: Hutchinson University Library, 1972. 
 
Mazzeo, J.A. Renaissance and Seventeenth-Century Studies. New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1964. 
 
Mottram, Stewart. Ruin and Reformation in Spenser, Shakespeare, and Marvell.  
Oxford:Oxford University Press, 2019. 
 
Patterson, Annabel. Writers and their Works: Andrew Marvell. (Liverpool: Liverpool 
University Press, 1994. 
 
Summers, Claude J. & Pebworth, Ted-Larry, eds. On the Celebrated and Neglected Poems of 
Andrew Marvell. Missouri: University of Missouri Press, 1992. 
 
George Herbert 
 
Chute, Marchette, Two Gentle Men: The Lives of George Herbert and Robert Herrick. 
Dutton Books, 1959. 
 
Clarke Elizabeth. Theory and Theology in George Herbert's Poetry. Oxford: OUP, 1997. 
 
Di Cesare, Mario A. A Concordance to the Complete Writings of George Herbert. Ithaca, 
New York: Cornell Univ Press, 1977. 
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Eliot, T.S.  George Herbert. Harlow: Longmans, Green & Co., 1962. 
 
Guernsey, Julia Carolyn. The Pulse of Praise: Form as a Second Self in the Poetry of George  
Herbert. Newark: Univ of Delaware Press, 1999. 
 
Harman, Barbara. Costly Monuments: Representations of the Self in George Herbert's Poetry.  
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard Univ Press, 1982. 
 
Hodgkins, Christopher. Authority, Church, and Society in George Herbert: Return to the  
Middle Way. Missouri: Univ of Missouri Press, 1993. 
 
Miller, Edmund & Richard Diyanni.  Like Season'd Timber: New Essays on George Herbert.  
Bern: Peter Lang Pub, 1988.. 
 
Summers, Joseph H. George Herbert: His Religion and Art. Cambridge, Massachusetts:  
Harvard Univ Press, 1954. 
 
Edmund Waller 
 
Allison, Alexander Ward. Toward an Augustan Poetic: Edmund Waller's 'Reform' of English  
Poetry. Lexington, Kentucky: University of Kentucky Press, 1962. 
 
Chambers A. B. “Andrew Marvell and Edmund Waller: Seventeenth-Century Praise and 
Restoration Satire”. Rocky Mountain Review of Language and Literature, Vol. 46, No. 1/2 
(1992), pp. 69-71. 
 
Chernaik, Warren L. “The Poetry of Limitation: A Study of Edmund Waller” The Modern 
Language Review, Vol. 65, No. 3 (Jul., 1970), pp. 598-599 
 
Faull Arthur C. “The Musical Times and Singing Class”, Circular, Vol. 38, No. 654 (Aug. 1, 
1897), p. 557 
 
Kemp, Harry. The Bronze Treasury: An Anthology of 81 Obscure English Poets Together with  
Their Biographical Portraits. New York: The Macaulay Company, 1927. 
 
Christopher Marlowe 
 
Bartels, Emily Carroll. Critical Essays on Christopher Marlowe. New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 
1997. 
 
Bloom Harold. Christopher Marlowe. Langhorne, PA: Chelsea House, 2000. 
 
Burnett, Mark Thornton, ed. Christopher Marlowe: The Complete Plays. London: Dent, 1999. 
 
Cheney, Patrick. “Recent studies in Marlowe (1987-1998)”. English Literary Renaissance, 
Vol. 31, No. 2 (Spring 2001), pp. 288-328 
 
Cheney, Patrick. The Cambridge Companion to Christopher Marlowe, Cambridge: CUP, 2004. 
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Cole, Douglas. Suffering and Evil in the Plays of Christopher Marlowe. New Jersey: 
Princeton Univ Press, 1962. 
 
Cole, Douglas. Christopher Marlowe and the Renaissance of Tragedy. Connecticut:  
Greenwood Press, 1995. 
 
Comensoli, Viviana. “Homophobia and the Regulation of Desire: A Psychoanalytic Reading 
of Marlowe's "Edward II". Journal of the History of Sexuality, Vol. 4, No. 2, Special Issue, 
Part 1: Lesbian and Gay Histories (Oct., 1993), pp. 175-200. 
 
Cutts, John P. The Left Hand of God: A Critical Interpretation of the Plays of Christopher 
Marlowe. Haddonfield House, 1973. 
 
Danson, Lawrence. “Continuity and Character in Shakespeare and Marlowe.” Studies in 
English Literature, 1500-1900, Vol. 26, No. 2, Elizabethan and Jacobean Drama (Spring, 
1986), pp. 217-234 
 
David Riggs, The World of Christopher Marlowe. New York: Henry Holt, 2005. 
 
Deats, Sara Munson. Sex, Gender, and Desire in the Plays of Christopher Marlowe. Newark, 
Delaware: Univ of Delaware Press, 1998. 
 
Hopkins, Lisa. Christopher Marlowe: A Literary Life. Basingstoke, United Kingdom: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2000. 
 
Kelly, William B. “Mapping Subjects in Marlowe's "Edward II"”, South Atlantic Review, Vol.  
63, No. 1 (Winter, 1998), pp. 1-19. 
 
Masinton, Charles G. Christopher Marlowe's Tragic Vision: A Study in Damnation. Ohio: 
Ohio Univ Press, 1972. 
 
Mills, L. J. “The Meaning of "Edward II", Modern Philology, Vol. 32, No. 1 (Aug., 1934), pp.  
11-31. 
 
Parks, Joan. “History, Tragedy, and Truth in Christopher Marlowe's "Edward II", Studies in 
English Literature, 1500-1900, Vol. 39, No. 2, Tudor and Stuart Drama (Spring, 1999), pp. 
275-290. 
 
Pearson, Meg F. "Die with fame": Forgiving Infamy in Marlowe's Edward II”, The Journal of 
the Midwest Modern Language Association, Vol. 42, No. 2 (Fall 2009), pp. 97-120. 
 
Ribner, Irving. “Marlowe's Edward II and the Tudor History Play”, ELH, Vol. 22, No. 4 
(Dec., 1955), pp. 243-253. 
 
Ryan, Patrick. “Marlowe's ‘Edward II’ and the Medieval Passion Play”, Comparative Drama, 
Vol. 32, No. 4 (Winter 1998-99), pp. 465-495 
 
Stymeist, David. “Status, Sodomy, and the Theater in Marlowe's Edward II”, Studies in English 
Literature, 1500-1900, Vol. 44, No. 2, Tudor and Stuart Drama (Spring, 2004), pp. 233-253 
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Tydeman, William & Vivien Thomas. Christopher Marlowe: The Plays and Their Sources,  
Oxfordshire: Routledge, 1994. 
 
Wilson, Richard. Christopher Marlowe. Harlow, UK. Longman, 1999. 
 
Wilson F.P. Marlowe and the Early Shakespeare. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1953. 
 
Willis, Deborah. “Marlowe Our Contemporary: "Edward II" on Stage and Screen”. Criticism, 
Vol. 40, No. 4 (fall, 1998), pp. 599-622. 
 
William Shakespeare 
 
Abrams, Richard. “The Tempest and the Concept of the Machiavellian Playwright.” ELR 8.1 
(1978), 43-66. 
 
Andrews, John G., ed. William Shakespeare: His World, His Work, His Influence. New York:  
Scribner, 1985. 
 
Baker, Houston A, Jr. "Caliban's Triple Play." In "Race," Writing, and Difference. Ed. Henry 
Louis Gates, Jr. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1986, 381-95. 
 
Beckerman, Bernard. Shakespeare at the Globe. New York: Macmillan, 1962. 
 
Berger Jr., Harry. “Miraculous Harp: A Reading of Shakespeare’s Tempest.” Shakespeare 
Studies 5 (1967), 153–83. 
 
Bloom, Harold. Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human. New York: Riverhead, 1998. 
 
Brokaw, Katherine Steele. “Ariel's Liberty.” Shakespeare Bulletin 26.1 (2008), 23-42. 
 
Brown, Paul. “This Thing of Darkness I Acknowledge Mine: The Tempest and the Discourse  
of Colonialism.” In Political Shakespeare: New Essays in Cultural Materialism, ed. Jonathan  
Dollimore and Alan Sinfield. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1985. 
 
Corfield, Cosmo. “Why Does Prospero Abjure His 'Rough Magic'?” Shakespeare Quarterly 
36.1(Spring, 1985), 31-48. 
 
Dean, Leonard F., ed. Shakespeare: Modern Essays in Criticism. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1972. 
 
Dobson, Michael, and Stanley Wells, eds. The Oxford Companion to Shakespeare. Oxford:  
Oxford University Press, 2001 
 
Drakakis, John, ed. Alternative Shakespeares. London: Methuen, 1985. 
 
Fuchs, Barbara. “Conquering Islands: Contextualizing The Tempest.” Shakespeare Quarterly 
48.1 (Spring, 1997), 45-62. 
 
Gurr, Andrew. The Shakespearean stage, 1574-1642. 3rd edition. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1992. 



 
 
Hawkins, Sherman. "The Two Worlds of Shakespearean Comedy." Shakespeare Studies 3 
(1968): 62-80. 
 
Hunter, Robert G. Shakespeare and the Comedy of Forgiveness. New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1965. 
 
Johanyak, D.L. Shakespeare’s World. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 2004. 
 
Kermode, Frank. The Age of Shakespeare. New York: Modern Library, 2004. 
 
Leininger, Lorie Jerrell. “The Miranda Trap: Sexism and Racism in Shakespeare’s Tempest.”  
In The Woman’s Part: Feminist Criticism of Shakespeare. Ed. Carolyn Ruth Swift Lenz, Gayle  
Greene, and Carol Thomas Neely. Chicago: Univ. of Illinois Press, 1980, 285–94. 
 
Mack, Maynard. Everybody’s Shakespeare. Lincoln, NB: University of Nebraska Press, 1993. 
 
McNee, Lisa. “Teaching in the Multicultural Tempest.” College Literature 19/20, No. 3/1, 
Teaching Postcolonial and Commonwealth Literatures (Oct., 1992-Feb., 1993), 195-201. 
 
Nixon, Rob. "Caribbean and African Appropriations of The Tempest." Critical Inquiry 13 
(1987), 557-78. 
 
Orkin, Martin. “Possessing the Book and Peopling the Text.” In Post-Colonial Shakespeares, 
ed.Ania Loomba and Martin Orkin. London: Routledge, 1998. 
 
Phialas, Peter G. Shakespeare’s Romantic Comedies: The Development of Their Form and  
Meaning. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1966. 
 
Seed, Patricia. “‘This Island’s Mine’: Caliban and Native Sovereignty.” The Tempest and its 
Travels. Eds. Peter Hulme and William H. Sherman. Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania P, 2000, 202–211. 
 
Vaughan, Virginia Mason and Alden T. Vaughan. Shakespeare’s Caliban: A Cultural History.  
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991. 
 
Units V to VIII 
 

ONLINE SOURCES 
 
[Students are also advised to consult standard editions of the texts for authenticity and 
accuracy of content] 
 
John Milton Paradise Lost (Book  I) 
 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45718/paradise-lost-book-1 
 
John Dryden MacFlecknoe 
 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44181/mac-flecknoe] 
 
Alexander Pope The Rape of the Lock (Book I) 
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[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44906/the-rape-of-the-lock] 

 
William Blake i)“The Little Black Boy” (from Songs of Innocence) ii) London ( from Songs 
of Experience) 
 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43671/the-little-black-boy] 
[https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43673/london-56d222777e969] 
 
Richard Steele Fashionable Affectations [from AS Cairncross.  Eight Essayists. Chennai:  
Macmillan, 2002(rpt.)]. This book is available on Internet. 
 
Joseph Addison The Dream—An Allegory (from AS Cairncross’ Eight Essayists) 

Ben Jonson Volpone [Any standard edition] 
 
Jonathan Swift Gulliver’s Travels [Any standard edition] 
 

 
SECONDARY SOURCES 

 
John Milton 
 
Barker, Arthur E. (ed.) Milton: Modern Essays in Criticism. Oxford: OUP, 1965, [rpt.] 1968. 
 
Benet,  Diana  Treviño,  and  Michael  Lieb,  ed. Literary  Milton:  Text,  Pretext,  Context.  
Pittsburgh, Pa.: Duquesne University Press, 1994. 
 
Bloom, Harold. ed. John Milton. New York: Chelsea House Pub, 1986. 
 
Broadbent, John (gen. ed.) Cambridge Milton for Schools and Colleges. Cambridge: CUP, 
1972. 
 
Broadbent, John. John Milton: Introductions. Cambridge, 1973. 
 
Burrow, Colin. Epic Romance: Homer to Milton. Oxford, 1993. 
 
Bush, Douglas (ed.) The Complete Poetical Works of John Milton. Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 
1965. 
 
Bush, Douglas. John Milton: A Sketch of His Life and Writings. London : Weidenfeld and 
Nicolson, 1964. 
 
Campbell, Gordon and Corns, Thomas. John Milton: Life, Work, and Thought. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2008. 
 
Carey, John. Milton. London, 1969. 
 
Cullen, Patrick. Infernal Triad: The Flesh, The World and the Devil in Spenser and Milton.  
Princeton, 1974. 
 
Durham, Charles, and Kristin Pruitt McColgan, ed. Spokesperson Milton: Voices in  
Contemporary Criticism. London: Susquehanna Univ Press, 1994. 
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Falconer, Rachel. Orpheus Dis(re)membered: Milton and the Myth of the Poet-Hero. 
Sheffield, 1996. 
 
Fish,  Stanley.  Surprised  by  Sin:  The  Reader  in  Paradise  Lost.  London,  1967.  2nd  ed.  
Cambridge, 1998. 
 
Frye, Northrop. The Return of Eden: Five Essays on Milton's Epics. Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1965, [rpt.] 1975. 
 
Hanford, James H., and James G. Taaffe. A Milton Handbook. 5th ed. New York, 1970. 
 
Kendrick, Christopher, ed. Critical Essays on John Milton. New York: GK Hall, 1995. 
 
Kermode, Frank (ed.) The Living Milton: Essays by Various Hands. London, 1960, 1967[rpt.]. 
 
Le Comte, Edward. Milton Re-Viewed: Ten Essays. New York, 1991. 
 
Lewalski, Barbara K. Milton's Brief Epic: The Genre, Meaning, and Art of Paradise Regained.  
Providence, 1966. 
 
Martz, Louis (ed.) Milton: A Collection of Critical Essays. Englewood Cliffs, 1966. Rptd. 1986  
as Milton, Paradise Lost: A Collection of Critical Essays. 
 
Miller, David M. John Milton: Poetry. Boston, 1978. Rptd. [CD] London, 1992. 
 
Patrides, C.A, ed. Milton's Epic Poetry: Essays on Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained.  
Harmondsworth, 1967. 
 
Patterson, Annabel (ed.) John Milton. New York, 1992. 
 
Potter, Lois. A Preface to Milton. Rev. ed. London, 1986. 
 
Rudrum, Alan (ed.) Milton: Modern Judgements. London, 1968. 
 
Stanwood, P G, ed. Of Poetry and Politics: New Essays on Milton and His World. 
Binghamton, 1995. 
 
Stein, Arnold S, ed. On Milton's Poetry: A Selection of Modern Studies. Greenwich, 1970. 
 
Wolfe, Don M. Milton and His England. Princeton, 1971. 
 
John Dryden 
 
Anderson, Winn James. John Dryden and His World. Yale Univ Press, 1988. 
 
Bywaters, David A. Dryden in Revolutionary England. University of California Press, 1991. 
 
Doren Mark Van. John Dryden: A Study of His Poetry. Indiana University Press, 1960. 
 
Hamilton K. G. John Dryden and the Poetry of Statement. Michigan State Univ. Press, 1969. 
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Hammond, Paul & David Hopkins. John Dryden: Tercentenary Essays. Oxford Univ. Press, 
2000. 
 
Hopkins David. ed. John Dryden Selected Poems. London: Routledge, 2007. 
 
Miner, Earl Roy. Dryden's Poetry. Indiana University Press, 1967. 
 
Parfitt, G. A. & James Kinsley. John Dryden: Selected Criticism. Oxford University Press, 
1999. 
 
Ward, C.E. Life of John Dryden. Univ of North Carolina Press, 1961. 
 
Winn, James Anderson. John Dryden and His World. New Haven: Yale UP, 1987 
 

 

Winn, James Anderson.ed. Critical Essays on John Dryden. G K Hall, 1997. 
 
Wykes, David. A Preface to Dryden. (Longman Group, 1977). 
 
Zwicker, Steven N. ed. The Cambridge Companion to John Dryden. (Cambridge University 
Press, 2004). 
 
Alexander Pope 
 
Dobrée, B. Alexander Pope. London: Sylvan Press, 1951. 
 
Frost, W.. “The Rape of the Lock and Pope's Homer”. Modern Language Quarterly, 8(3), 
(1947) pp.342-354. 
 
Highet, G. The Anatomy of Satire. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1962. 
 
Hyman, S.. “The Rape of the Lock”. The Hudson Review, 13(3), (1960), p.406. 
 
Jack, I. Augustan Satire. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1952. 
 
Jackson, J. “Pope's the Rape of the Lock Considered as a Five-Act Epic.” PMLA, 65(6) 
(1950), p.1283. 
 
Parrott, T. Pope's The Rape of the Lock and Other Poems. New Jersey: Princeton University 
Press, 1906. 
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MA_ENG_03  Contemporary Studies in English Language 

 
 
Unit-I: Introduction to Linguistics and Contemporary Theories/Views of Language:  
 
Unit-II: Phonology:  
 
Unit-III: Morphology:  
 
Unit-IV: Syntax:  
 
Unit-V: Sociolinguistics:  
 
Unit-VI: Semantics:  
 
Unit-VII: Speech Act Theory and Discourse Analysis:  
 
Unit VIII: Syntax: Phrases and Clauses:  
 
 
Unit-1: Introduction to Linguistics and Contemporary Theories/Views of Language 
 
A) Introduction: What is Linguistics? Major branches of Linguistics (Psycholinguistics, 
Sociolinguistics, Computational linguistics, Historical linguistics), Linguistics in the 20

th
 

century: A short history 
 
B) Ferdinand de Saussure’s Structuralist View of Grammar: 
 
i) Synchronic and Diachronic Studies 
 
ii) Langue and Parole 
 
iii) Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic Relations 
 
iv) IC Analysis 
 
C) Chomsky’s Theory of Transformational Generative Grammar: 
 
i) Language acquisition: The Cognitivist approach 
 
ii) Competence and Performance 
 
iii) The Concepts of Kernel and Non- Kernel Sentences (i.e. Deep and Surface Structure]  
 
D) Dell Hymes’ Concept of Communicative Competence  

 

Unit-II: Phonology 
 
i) The Phonemes of English: Description and Classification 
 
ii) The Syllable: Structure and Types, Syllabic Consonants 
 
iii) Word Stress: Degrees of Stress, Stress Shift, Grammatical Stress 
 
iv) Sentence Stress: Use of Weak and Strong Forms, Tone Groups, The Concept of Nucleus 
(types of nucleus: end-placed and contrastive), Tonic Accent, Pre-tonic Accent, Post-tonic 
Accent 



 
v) Intonation Patterns/Uses of Tones, Grammatical, Attitudinal and Accentual functions of 
Intonation 
 
 
Unit-III: Morphology 
 
i) Structure of words: The concepts of Morpheme and Allomorph 
 
ii) Types of Morpheme (free, bound, prefixes, suffixes: class changing, class-maintaining, 
inflectional, derivational), General Principles of Lexicography. 
 
iii) Some word formation processes: Reduplication, Clipping, Blending 
 
iv) Morphophonemic Changes, Phonological and Morphological Conditioning 
 
v) Problems of Morphological Analysis 
 
 
Unit-IV: SYNTAX 
 
a) Sentences and their Parts 
 
b) Words 
 
[For the topics under Syntax, please refer to: Geoffrey Leech, Margaret Deuchar & Robert  
Hoogenraad’s English Grammar for Today: A New Introduction 2nd edn. Palgrave, 2006] 
 
 
Unit-V: Sociolinguistcs 
 
A) Language Variation: Regional Dialects, Social Dialects/ Sociolects, Diglossia, 
 
Idiolects, Formal and Informal Styles, Registers, Standard and Non-standard Varieties, 
Arguments against the Standardisation of English, Slang, Jargon 
 
B) Language Contact 
 
a) Bilingualism, Multilingualism, Language Planning 
 
b) Code Switching and Code Mixing 
 
c) Pidgins and Creoles, 
 
d) Borrowing, 
 
e) Esperanto 
 
f) Language maintenance, Language shift and Death of Language 
 
Unit-VI: Semantics 
 
i) Nature of Semantics 
 
ii) Seven Types of Meaning 
 
iii) Lexical Semantics: 
 
a) Synonymy, Antonymy 
 
b) Homonymy, Polysemy 



 
c) Hyponymy, Super ordinate Terms 
 
d) Metonymy, the Concept of Prototype 
 
Unit-VII: Speech Act Theory and Discourse Analysis 
 
i) Semantics and Pragmatics: Differences 
 
ii) J. L. Austin’s Speech Act theory: 
 
a) Constative and Performative Utterances 
 
b) Felicity Conditions 
 
c) Locutionary, Illocutionary and Perlocutionary Acts 
 
iii) J. R. Searle’s Typology of Speech Acts: 
 
a) Assertives ( b) Declaratives (c) Expressives (d) Directives (e) 

Commissives iv) Direct and Indirect Speech Acts 
 
v) The Concepts of Entailment, Presupposition and 

Implicatures vi) The Concept of Discourse: 
 
a) Cohesion and Coherence 
 
b) Turn Taking and Adjacency Pairs 
 

 
Unit-IV: Syntax 
 
a) Phrases 
 
b) Clauses 
 
[For the topics under Syntax, please refer to: Geoffrey Leech, Margaret Deuchar & Robert  
Hoogenraad’s English Grammar for Today: A New Introduction 2nd edn. Palgrave, 2006.] 
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MA_ENG_04  Literary Criticism and Theory 

 
Background survey and basics of critical approaches: 
 
Unit I: Classical Criticism 
 
Unit II: Neoclassical Criticism  
 
Unit III: Romanticism and Victorian Criticism  
 
 
Unit IV: Modernism and New Criticism 
 
Unit V: Structuralism and Poststructuralism  
 
Unit VI: Psychoanalysis and Reader Response Criticism  
 
Unit VII: Marxist Criticism and Cultural Studies  
 
Unit VIII: Feminist Criticism and Postcolonialism  
 
 
Unit-I: Classical Criticism 
 
i) Aristotle- Poetics (Chapter 6 to 10) 
 
ii) The Theory of Rasa- S. N. Dasgupta (from Indian Aesthetics: An Introduction, ed. by V. 
S. Seturaman, Macmillan, 1992) 
 
 

 

i) Aphra Behn- Preface to The Lucky Chance 
 
ii) Samuel Johnson- Preface to Shakespeare 
 
(both texts from The Norton’s Anthology of Theory & Criticism) **  

 

Unit-III: Romanticism and Victorian Criticism 
 
i) S. T. Coleridge- Biographia Literaria (Chapter 13 & 14) 
 
ii)Mary Wollstonecraft-Vindication of the Rights of Women (Chapter II) 
 
(both texts from The Norton’s Anthology of Theory & Criticism) 
 
ii) Matthew Arnold- The Study of Poetry 
 
 
Unit-IV: Modernism and New Criticism 
 
i)T. S. Eliot- The Function of Criticism 

ii) Cleanth Brooks- The Language of Paradox 
 



Unit-V: Structuralism and Poststructuralism 
 
i) Tzvetan Todorov- Structural Analysis of Narrative 
 
ii) Michel Foucault- What is an Author? 
 
Unit-VI: Psychoanalysis and Reader Response Criticism 
 
i) Lionel Trilling- Freud and Literature 
 
ii) Wolfgang Iser- Interaction between Text and Reader 
 
Unit-VII: Marxist Criticism and Cultural Studies 
 
i) Terry Eagleton- Marxism and Literary Criticism (Chapters 1&2) 
 
ii) Stuart Hall- Cultural Studies and Its Theoretical Legacies 
 
iii) Susan Sontag: Against Interpretation (the title essay) 
 
Unit-VIII: Feminist Criticism and Postcolonialism 
 
i)Simone de Beauvoir: Woman’s Situation and Character, Chapter 6 (from The 
 
Second Sex) 
 
ii)Postcolonialism (Chapter no. 10 from Literary Criticism: An Introduction to Theory and 
Practice by Charles E. Bressler, 5th Edition, Pearson, 2011) 
 
**(Vincent B. Leitch (General Editor). The Norton’s Anthology of Theory & Criticism, W. 
W. Norton & Company, New York, 2001) 
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